
E A R L Y  S U M M E R  2 0 1 8

AustriA
FERDINAND SEEFRIED’S BREATHTAKING HOMELAND

becKons

L U X U R Y  L I F E S T Y L E S
I N  T H E  S O U T H

AHS BOW WOW 
BRUNCH HONORS
JENNY PRUITT
STUNNING
SUMMER 
WEDDING
TONY CONWAY’S 
SENSATIONAL
NEW BOOK
BICOASTAL CHEFS
BBQ SHRIMP 
TACOS
SOUTHERN VACA
PALMETTO 
BLUFF



Travel



108  WWW.SOUTHERNSEASONS.NET

LOWCOU NTRY
CHILLING IN THE

L overs of Pat Conroy’s lyrical voice likely would agree that his 
imagery took particular flight when it concerned his enduring 
devotion to the Carolina Lowcountry. 
   “Just the pure, sheer richness and bounty of the Lowcountry 
seems to know no bounds,” he penned not long ago. “It simply is 
a ripe part of the earth.”

 The bounty and richness and ripeness of Conroy’s vision could scarcely be 
more on display than in Palmetto Bluff, a picture-perfect retreat gift-wrapped 
in 20,000 acres of nature preserve spread between Hilton Head and Savannah. 
Serene waterways, maritime forests, green-golden marshlands, centuries-old live 
oaks festooned with enough Spanish moss to fill a gothic novel.   
 A high-end but low-key resort and residential community, it’s centered by 
Montage Palmetto Bluff, a charmer of an inn, augmented by an assortment of MONTAGE PALMETTO BLUFF
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LOWCOU NTRY
Nothing Could be Finer than 
South Carolina’s Palmetto Bluff   

BY VIVIAN HOLLEY

CHILLING IN THE

cozy cottages and vacation homes. All of which are endowed with architectural 
and cultural characteristics that call up memories of vintage waterfront towns 
around the South. Sweet tea, screened porches and rocking chairs are rampant. 
Good manners are a given. Altogether, it’s as Southern as black-eyed peas and grits, 
which, if you’re lucky, you may tuck into around the inn’s backyard fire pit one 
perfect evening.   
 In times past this storied sea island landscape, once plantation country, became 
the private estate of New York banker Richard T. Wilson Jr. and his socialite wife, 
Marion. With a set of in-laws that claimed names the likes of Vanderbilt, Astor 
and Whitney, the well-connected Wilsons erected a four-story, 72-room eyepopper 
(how to impress friends and family: include a grand ballroom with a gold leaf 
ceiling imported straight from Paris) that became party central for snowbird guests 
from New York and Newport, arriving with trunks by steamboat and railway. 
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 In 1926, though, the party was abruptly over when the white-
columned Wilson abode was leveled by a fire. In the Palmetto 
Bluff collection of historic photos is a striking, smoke-billowing 
shot that depicts the mansion’s sad demise. In time the property 
came into the hands of the Union Bag and Paper Company (it 
became Union Camp) to be used as a corporate-style hunting 
hideaway. Later came development as a planned community, 
with Montage debuting a major expansion in 2016. 
 Fast-forward to the summer of 2018 and you’ll find visitors 
ambling gaslit lanes and garden paths, hiking and biking miles of 
trails, zipping about via golf carts, paddleboarding and kayaking 
tidal creeks, and cruising the peaceful May River on the resident 
antique yacht, taking in the showy performances of snowy egrets, 
great blue herons, swooping bald eagles and the occasional 
alligator. Not to mention sunsets in all their pyrotechnic glory.    
 Head indoors and you’ll receive a gracious greeting in the airy 
lobby by a quartet of sociable English Labs (you’re welcome to 
bring your own Fido along), and you’ll hear about a luxurious 

spa that beckons with tempting rejuvenating services. But never 
mind the in-house lures and abundance of balconies seductively 
outfitted with wicker lounge chairs and stunning views – 
everyone seems to be outside. On the 18-hole Jack Nicklaus 
golf course, or horseback riding, splashing in the pools, swatting 
tennis and croquet and bocce balls. 
 Also on the outdoor menu are excursions. There’s a dolphin 
discovery journey into the backwaters; a sail back in time to 
Daufuskie Island’s Gullah culture; a water shuttle to Hilton 
Head Island for scouring the cool shops of Harbour Town; and a 
boat trip to Savannah, docking at history-rich River Street where 
passengers set out along the cobblestones in search of the hottest 
eateries and entertainment. 
 You’ll want to make the rounds of dining options, such as 
Octagon at the inn and the waterside Canoe Club. The fun 
award has to go to Buffalo’s and its irresistible Biscuit Bar. The 
namesake buttermilk whoppers come with tasty toppings and 
sides from Wilbanks honey to Canewater Farms grits.
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COTTAGE

From charming rooms, suites and cottages 
to gracious homes, Palmetto Bluff pays 

homage to the region’s rich heritage, pairing 
Southern hospitality with dreamy decadence 

for the ultimate Lowcountry adventure. 
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 A plan-ahead note for fall: November 16-18, Palmetto Bluff ’s 
most popular annual event, Music to Your Mouth, tunes up with 
toe-tapping music and a feast of Southern staples that send you 
back for more. Among the happenings is a celebrated traditional 
roast of briny May River oysters set right along the banks. 
 Meanwhile, to kick off a mellow summer night, guests gather 
around the inn’s aforementioned fire pit, pulling up Adirondack 
chairs to sample a dish from a recipe treasury dubbed Culinary 
Heirlooms. Maybe Shrimp and Grits, or Frogmore Stew, or 
Hoppin’ John. Dessert? Drop by the River House later on. At their 
fire pit you can score a s’more.   

INFORMATION: WWW.PALMETTOBLUFF.COM

MAY RIVER GOLF COURSE

MUSIC TO YOUR MOUTH
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SPA MONTAGE

After a day of exploration and recreation amidst the 
20,000 acres of Palmetto Bluff, indulge in luxurious 

beauty treatments and wellness offerings at Spa Montage.


