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Beneath the shelter of centuries-old live oaks

lies the Lowcountry’s best-kept secret.

At Palmetto Bluff , we remain dedicated to conservation versus development so that every 

adventure, inside joke and experience stay just between us. With outdoor adventure, 

breathtaking scenery and authentic Lowcountry culture, its power is in the stories it calls 

us to create. This is a place where grandmothers go skinny-dipping, granddaughters say 

“I do,” and all who traverse its 200-year-old paths say, “I will.” The experiences had here will 

become the moments that make time stand still and the stories that shape a life. Stay for a 

little or stay for a lifetime, the magic of Palmetto Bluff  is that ... It never leaves you.

0 1

Beneath the shelter of centuries-old live oaks

lies the Lowcountry’s best-kept secret.

At Palmetto Bluff , we remain dedicated to conservation versus development so that every 

adventure, inside joke and experience stay just between us. With outdoor adventure, 

breathtaking scenery and authentic Lowcountry culture, its power is in the stories it calls 

us to create. This is a place where grandmothers go skinny-dipping, granddaughters say 

“I do,” and all who traverse its 200-year-old paths say, “I will.” The experiences had here will 

become the moments that make time stand still and the stories that shape a life. Stay for a 

little or stay for a lifetime, the magic of Palmetto Bluff  is that ... 



— Pat Conroy

Just the pure, sheer richness 

and bounty of the Lowcountry 

seems to know no bounds. 

It simply is a ripe part of the earth.

And once it gets into you —

once it takes hold of you —

you never feel the same anywhere else

“

”



M

ore than a locale, it’s a calling.
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Mother Nature’s tiniest creations hold the greatest power.

At Palmetto Bluff, we believe that every living thing has its place, and our place is  

to protect it. The Palmetto Bluff Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

designated to protect the rich ecological diversity that makes the Bluff magical. We hold 

a deep responsibility for maintaining the natural resources and natural beauty, while also 

creating a community that will share in its wonder for generations to come. With ongoing 

research and a vast outdoor classroom at our fingertips, we offer yearlong, interactive 

educational programs for visitors and Palmetto Bluff members. The Conservancy is 

involved in every site plan to ensure the unparalleled integrity of nature is left intact. In  

fact, every homesite or home sale helps fund our important work. Together we acknowledge 

that to protect this place is to preserve the memories made here. 





Led by Jay Walea, who spent his youth exploring,  

hunting and drawing inspiration from the lush forests  

of the Bluff, the Palmetto Bluff Conservancy team is  

the intersection of passion and purpose. 

Ecological work by the Conservancy team involves a 

number of research initiatives at the Bluff, including 

surveying alligator, turtle, white-tailed deer and blue 

bird populations, studying the nesting screech owls and 

monitoring the majestic but delicate patterns of bald 

eagles. With a dedication to increasing our understanding  

of the Lowcountry environment, the Conservancy practices 

the principle of leaving the earth better than we found it.

Palmetto Bluff protects over 20,000 acres with 

controlled burning.

The land is managed to give both resident and 

migratory animals healthy and safe habitats. 

We ensure that development and natural 

environments can coincide in harmony.



Director, Palmetto Bluff Conservancy
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Earth is another w

ay to spell heart.



1 5 6 2    French naval offi cer Jean Ribault arrived in the Lowcountry 

and exclaimed, “There is no fairer or fi tter place.”

 

1 7 3 0   British naval offi cer Admiral George Lord Anson purchased 

the land and later sold it as individual plantations.

 

1 9 0 0    Following Civil War devastation, Savannah businessman 

J.H. Estill gradually acquired 10,000 acres of old plantation 

properties.

 

1 9 0 2    Estill sold the land to wealthy New York banker Richard T. 

Wilson Jr., who named his beloved treasure “Palmetto Bluff ” 

and expanded it to 20,000 acres.

 

1 9 2 6    After a raging fi re destroyed the family mansion, a heartbroken 

Wilson sold the property to J.E. Varn who used the land for 

timber and cattle ranching.

 

1 9 3 7    Varn sold Palmetto Bluff  to Union Bag and Paper Company, 

which later became Union Camp, who used it as an exclusive 

corporate hunting retreat.

 

2 0 0 0    Crescent Communities, LLC purchased Palmetto Bluff and 

began the community and conservation eff orts that exist today.
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history

Although new life teems in maritime forests, 

rushing rivers and unsuspecting sanctuaries, 

the history of Palmetto Bluff dates back 

thousands of years. The oldest artifact at 

the Bluff  is a stone projectile point dating to 

10,000 BC, suggesting the fi rst residents of 

Palmetto Bluff  were in fact descendants of 

the fi rst humans to arrive in North America, 

referred to by archaeologists as Paleoindians. 

The Paleoindians utilized the rich resources 

of the Bluff ’s forests and waters that remain 

full of life today. 

What followed were thousands of years fi lled 

with dramatic discoveries, colonial conquests, 

the devastation of war, tales of personal loss 

and, today, the committed conservation of 

Crescent Communities. 

Where signs of new life sprout, and stories of the past are whispered.
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Explore the great outdoors and discover hidden places within.

Set sail, set your tee or settle into a tree stand — at Palmetto Bluff there are  

countless ways to set yourself free. Surrounded by water and blanketed in majestic 

maritime forests, the Bluff’s irresistible call of the wild awaits your eager response. 

Guided or unguided, the channels, paths and trails here will invite you to get lost.



Nothing opens the mind like open air.



A 5-mile freshwater trail connects Wilson 

and Moreland Villages, while the salt waters  

of the May, Cooper and New rivers converge  

to usher in new tides.





At Palmetto Bluff, the sporting life isn’t an 

activity, it’s a way of life. Whether you test 

your aim at the Palmetto Bluff Shooting Club 

or on a guided hunt, or test your courage with 

a gallop past the state-of-the-art Longfield 

Stables, there is fun to be found on forest trails. 

Cycle, sprint or simply stroll past neighborhood 

parks and connect to over 20,000 acres of 

impeccably preserved ancient pathways.

An 18-hole Jack Nicklaus Signature course, 

the wide fairways of the May River Golf Club 

stretch through inviting forests, presenting 

challenges for every level. For recreation 

and conversation, the expansive facilities at 

Wilson Lawn and Racquet Club offer croquet 

lawns, eight tennis courts, bocce courts, 

courtside shelters and a popular pro-shop 

and pavilion.  
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From boating to paddleboarding, kayaking and canoeing, at the Bluff there are countless 

ways to drift away. Wander the water trails, board an excursion from the marina or salute 

the sunset with a cocktail cruise on the Bluff’s 103-year-old antique motor yacht. Here, the 

schedule is set by the vibrant shades of the sky, and the only lines are the ones you cast. 

With rolling rivers and bountiful ponds and lakes, the waters of Palmetto Bluff are an angler’s 

paradise. Whether you’re fast with a fly or new to casting a net, the Bluff offers every age 

and skill level a chance to catch some excitement. 
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Just as the rivers converge, a community comes together.

The Lowcountry has inspired writers, artists and chefs from around the world with 

its distinctive culture. Life at the Bluff  is no exception. This is a place where “porch” 

is a verb, sweet tea is plentiful and festive libations flow as freely as a summer 

breeze. With food, music and friends to nourish the soul, this is where the good 

life calls home. 
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Events at the Bluff  are the centerpiece of resident and guest 

social calendars. From Music to Your Mouth, our multi-day 

celebration of the best in Southern food, drink and music, to 

the friendly competition of our annual endurance run series and 

the soulful sounds of our summer concerts, a host of special 

events and especially welcoming people make every moment 

at the Bluff  more memorable. 
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beneath silken surfaces, 

In glints of golden sunlight, 

is the reflection of a light inside.



live

A house is where you live.  

Home is what makes you come alive. 

To live at Palmetto Bluff is to create stories that live forever. As 

a vibrant resort and residential community, every homeowner’s 

experience contributes to a centuries-old legacy of living 

well. With 20,000 acres and 32 miles of riverfront and marsh 

front coastline, the Bluff is one of the largest waterfront land 

properties on the east coast and a true Lowcountry escape.

The residences here are as diverse as the land itself and are 

categorized as “Town” or “Country” in character. In “Town” 

neighborhoods, neighbors live closely by choice and walk or  

bike to nearby facilities. “Country” neighborhoods are centered  

on privacy and natural surroundings, while still remaining a  

short drive to recreation, shopping, dining and other amenities. 

Wilson Village is inspired by traditional Lowcountry architecture  

and Southern hospitality. Moreland Village celebrates the 

blending of indoors and out, with homes that are an extension  

of the landscape. 



Moreland at a Glance 

Overlooking the thick marshes of Cauley’s Creek 

and surrounded by maritime forests, at Moreland 

Village, beauty comes naturally. Amid distinctive 

natural environments with easy access to outdoor 

adventure, Moreland is an explorer’s paradise, a 

poet’s muse and a conservationist’s calling. 

A to-go coffee from the Canteen means 

taking it on the trail with your furry friend.

 

Home to the Palmetto Bluff  Conservancy 

and the Artist in Residence program.

 

The iconic Moreland Treehouse boasts the 

best views on the Bluff .



Wilson at a Glance 

The fi rst village at Palmetto Bluff , Wilson represents 

the architectural and cultural characteristics of historic 

Southern waterfront towns. A gourmet market, marina, 

and signature shops and restaurants throughout 

Wilson echo the spirit of Southern hospitality on which 

the Bluff  was founded. 

A morning coff ee from Buff alos includes two to-go, 

one for you and one for your next-door neighbor.

Home to the historic ruins of R.T. Wilson Jr.’s mansion.

The iconic Waterside Chapel is the picture of 

Lowcountry charm and the idyllic site of much 

wedded love.
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Moreland Village is a celebration of the Bluff ’s crossroads. Its waterways, trail ways and oyster 

shell pathways are beacons leading to natural wonder, and so are the homes at Moreland. 

Each structure is subordinate to the landscape, capitalizing on views, breezes and sun position 

to draw inspiration and function from the natural splendor that surrounds. An emphasis on 

outdoor living encourages outdoor kitchens, expansive porches, daybeds and dog-friendly 

fi xtures, all with easy access to the river, walking and nature trails.



The entire neighborhood is centered on an 

expansive amenity complex overlooking both  

the marsh and Lake Bales. The Outfitters is 

home to the Palmetto Bluff Conservancy  

and the Canteen, while The Boundary is the 

recreational village hub with a game room, 

bowling alley, Cole’s restaurant and bar, lounge, 

fitness center and art loft. Both draw together  

the community and reflect the authenticity  

of coastal living. 
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A contemporary interpretation of the architectural principles found in the historic coastal 

towns of Beaufort, Charleston and Savannah, Wilson Village epitomizes the relaxed, informal 

living spaces and carefully crafted charm that make Lowcountry homes so distinctly inviting. 

Through an adherence to sustainable building, homes at Wilson utilize local materials to 

capture the comfortable, coastal nature of the Bluff .
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Wilson Village offers a range of experiences 

for every interest. From the marina and boat 

storage for the water-bound to the market, 

shops and restaurants for the culinary-

inclined, there is something for everyone in  

this tightly-knit Lowcountry community. 
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The centerpiece of Palmetto Bluff hospitality is Montage Palmetto Bluff, an  

elegant collection of 200 rooms, suites, cottages and vacation homes nestled  

between tranquil waterfronts and verdant forests. Designed with the refined  

charm of classic Southern style and outfitted with amenities and experiences  

true to the comforts of Lowcountry culture, Montage Palmetto Bluff is a luxurious  

getaway with the warmth of home. 

With vaulted ceilings, cozy fireplaces, sumptuous bathrooms and verandas with  

stunning views, accommodations at Montage offer an authentic glimpse at  

Lowcountry living. Beside serene waterways and moss-laden oak trees is Spa  

Montage, a centering, mind-body-soul experience. With a choice of several  

renowned eateries, the exquisite flavors of Lowcountry cuisine and sophistication  

of Southern style are infused in every stay.



Just a weekend away, an awakening awaits
.





Montage Palmetto Bluff topped the Travel + Leisure 2017 “It List,”  

and was named a 2015 AAA 5-Diamond Resort, the 14th best hotel  

in the world by World’s Best Reader Survey in 2015 and the #1 hotel  

by Conde Nast Traveler Reader’s Choice Awards in 2013. 





To explore the Bluff is to be a part of its history. Along 

ancient trails, hidden in painted horizons and beneath 

shimmering surfaces, are the centuries of memories 

that make our natural treasures forever golden. Here, 

meandering has meaning, and every little place holds a 

greater purpose in the hearts of those who call it home. 

At Palmetto Bluff, wander and discover wonder.



W
ith

 th
e exhale of every tide, there is a memory in the making. Discover your story at t

he B
lu

ff
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Our door is always open.

If you are interested in additional information regarding available homes and 

homesites at Palmetto Bluff or would like to schedule a viewing, simply call or  

email our real estate staff and we will arrange a personally tailored experience.  

We welcome your visit and look forward to sharing in many more. 

Palmetto Bluff Real Estate Company

843.706.6400  |  palmettobluff.com





palmettobluff.com


